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Pastors aim to tackle crime
with the power of prayer

by Stef Hall

A CHRISTLIAM project will see 24 strect pastors in-
troacluced on o Freston's streets before Christmas.

T tean, which will be offcselly inclucted in the canal
servio an St 'Walluree's om December T, will start thear
pacrobs an Friday, December 12,

'k"r-.‘:-:hr% i fesaars o ix cme might aoweek, they will g
get those in need in the St Matthew's and 5t George’s
accas of the city, which are affected by crime mehscding
prostitucion, drugs, and anti-social belavious.

Oiregimal gplans for the erained teams oo pateol on loth
Fridays and Saturdeys have been tbwarted by a lack of
willing voluntesrs - with nnJ]. half the mumber of fesions
church lesders had hoped for.

Eiut church leaders are hoping opoe the public witness
rhc:ricrI work it will inspire more volunteers to come for-
Wil

The RBev Chris Drucy., a minister at Fulwood Free
Miethadist Church wiio i chairing the scheme, said: “We
did not pet the 50 we wanted but we are hopine to build
on whatwe have.

“The project i 0o just about tackling prostitition,
therc are alsa drugs and anti-social Bsucs |r| those ancas.

“I belicve the project will help redses crime - the hes
happened in cvery ather arca with sireer pastors. [F you
have 4 presence in an area vou can help people avoid
l'-:ln*-' perpetrators of and 'I-I-IIITIH of crime — for example

enddi mg drunken people home in 4 tid before they com-
r||l anti-social be-
hivwiasur, Tha |',|-n||'-:|:
have taken all the
teant through per. P]"-H!"
somal  and  sorect The

CHRIETIAN CRIME SOLDEERS: Chris Doury who i leading the Sinast Pasior schame

volunicers Street pasinrs are

saferny training. The
h%gchz form aof sclf
o ence is walking
WY,

The mew feam’s
remit mcludes
streels in Preston's
rec] light areans.

They will attempd
Eo mix with pn:lxli-
Ddes, residends, rav-
cllers, traders amd
others in arzas af-
feacted by the sexin-
dustry. drugs and
anti-social haw-
HOIL

will give comfort
and, where appro-
priate, offer o pray
with them.

Under puidance
from police, the
council and  the
church, they will be
deplayed in areas
where 5 Christian
presence & oonsid-
ared us=ful.

an interslenominas
tipnal  church re-
AponEe oo urban
problema. The prog-
act began five vears
app m London.
Thens are already
1IN0 strect pastors
i the eountry and
the project is grow-
i, with a team al-
ready imtroduced in
Lancaster,



