A Christian team of volunteers were introduced to the streets of Preston’s in the battle
to cut crime in hotpsot areas. Crime Reporter STEF HALL speaks to Preston woman

Nina Woodfield, one of the UK’s first street pastors, six weeks into the scheme

ONE may wonder what
drives a 54-year-old grand-
ma-of-two to take 1o Pre-
stom's red light district and
anti-social behaviour
hotspots in the early hours
of the morning,

But for Nina Woodfield
the answer is simple.

She says: “1 think any small
stepwill make a big differ-
ence to people’s lives.
Being a Christian gives you
the strength and energy to
do great things.”

The pastors, from all de-
nominations of churches
across Preston, began their
patrols of St Matthew's
and 5t George's on De-
cember 12,

about how resi-
dents feel about-
their activities
outside their
homes and that

cess.”
Street pastors
are an inter-de-
nlu:;mi:lit..ational
church response
tourban ;E-?h-
lems. The proj-
ect began five
Ears ago in
ndon.
Under guidance
from police, the
council and the
church, they will
be deployed in

They are a visible presence areas where a

on tge streefs to help an ‘Chrislian pres-

one in need - from walking ence is consid-

a drunken teenagerto a ered useful.

bus stop or helping awvul- Mina says: “The

nerable prostitute to get first night we

off the game and into a went into pubs

better life. ' and shops be-

They have tried to help cause itwas cold

more than 100 troubled and that was

members of public, mostly A where the peo-

18 to 25, = ple were. Itwas a

Working in teams of six matter of intro-

one night a week, they tar- ducing our-

get those in need in sireets selves. People

like Meadow Street, Decp- did ask us what

dale Road and Fletcher we were doing

Road, which are affected and were wel-

prostitution, coming. Land-

rugs, and anti-so- lords even of-

cial behaviour. fered us drinks,

Mina, who has : “One of the first

three sons and has jobswe came

been married to ACTOSS Was a

Baob for 32 years, : young

previously worked teenage

i one of the UK’s irl wan-

muost crime-riddled ring

estates in around

Longsight, Man- : very

chester, ’ drunk.

She was forced to We

take a back seat walked

when she was diagnosed with But one of the bigpest concerns  they are cold. [ gave them up and down with

tengue cancer in December of residents in the areas they chocolate and gave them ahug.  her and tried to talk

2000 but the plucky mum bat- patrol is prostitution — a hot They have never had anything  to her to find out

tled the illness and was back topic at Police and Community  nice.” where she was going.

helping people on the sireets—  Together (PACT) meetings. She adds: “We don't pretend to - “We also visited an

this time in her home city -
within a year of having gru-
elling radiotherapy treatment.
She says: “The crime problems
are different but there are still
the same lonely people in Pre-
ston as there were in
Longsight. There are the same
feelings of hopelessness,
“In Longsight there was an atti-
tude of accepting that young
cople were involved in gangs.
n Freston there’s not that
mindset - people feel it's unac-
ceptable to live like that.”
Among cases the pastors dealt
with in their first few sessions
were drunken teenagers and
rowdy groups of vouths.

Mina revealed street sex work-
ers in the city had already
asked the pastors to patrol
areas where they fecl most vul-
nerable, particularly dark alley-
ways in the red light district.
She explains: “A few girls have
admitted they don’t feel safe
and that there are a few charac-
ters hanging around. Last week
it was fairly mild for winter and
a lot of sex workers were oul,
One 17-year-old girl asked us
for advice in %etting off the
strects, Another girl we spoke
to said she was prc%nant.

“As a mum you feel for them.
You feel sorry for them be-
cause they are stood there and

have all the answers, But that
one bit of kindness fora
minute can make all the differ-
ence —and that's all we can do.
“If you can engage with them it
is easier to explain to them

"As a mum you feel for them. You

- feel sorry for them because they
are stood there and they are
cold. | gave them chocolate and
gave them a hug. They have
never had anything nice...’

— Street pastor Nina Woodfield

off licence where
anti-social behaviour
had been raised asa
problem at one of the
PACT meetings we go
o,

is a double suc-

“There were around 13 young
people in an argument but we
managed to diffuse the situa-
tion, I think we have a calming
influence.

“Sometimes our role could be
as simple as walking a drunken
person safely to a bus stop, or
try to find out where they are
going.” :

She admits: “It is a challenge to
make people understand our
role. One woman at a meeting
demanded to know why we
weren't tackling a street worker
outside her home at 4am,
“There are limitations to what
we can do because of our re-
sources. It would be wonderful
to have street pastors every
night but we can’t do that at
this stage.”

However church leaders are
hoping now the public have
witnessed the pastors” work it
will inspire more volunteers 1o
come forward so the scheme
can be implemented in other
arcas of the city.
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