SATURDAY NIGHTS ALRIGHT FOR PASTORI
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Street pastors on

hand to support
late-night revellers

A QUIET vrevalition will be

taking place in Bishop's
Stortford town centre from
this Saturday night,

Street pasters will be on
patrol, offering comfort, help
and advice fo revellers and
helping to defuss potentially
froubdesome situations.

The volunteers, wha range in
age from their late 209 tw s,
will be put in groups of fosr o
Stortford each Saturday from
Hypum T ZAEm,

The inmatbve scheme is the
Teth to 2o e mationwide sinma
the first was boanched  in
Brixton, south Tondenm, five
wears apo by a Rastafarian who
switehiesd to Christianity and
founded the Ascension Trust.

Although the wohinteers are
drawn from church congrega-
finns arrnas Stortford. the pas.
fors will not be pushing any
religiows message, simply seek
ing to be a friendly face on Ehe
aireet,

The Stortlord schemss oo
ordinator, Faal Senior, o
the towm's Community Chunch,
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axplained: “{ur aim iz m fo
step into fights to aplit people
up Cur matn role is to engage
with people. If we find peogple
who are dnmk we will talk 1o
them and, if necessary call a
friend or faxi for them 1o get
home.”

Mr Senior, a Sbvear-old
retired Metropolitan police offi-
orr with fwo grown-up sons,
gaid the messape was: ““We are
1here because we care,”

Experisnees elsowhere
shvines] Thiat alten poeople wounlid
apprsich the street pastors 1o
talk about personal problems
unconnecltesd with their night
oult. Ie cantld B abaiif o beresive-
ment or 1 they are deprossod,

“In this economibe climate,
there may be clements of
despair and people just feel
they would like somebody 1o
talk 10, he said.

T date, 12 wluntesrs have
been commissioned, with more

in the pipeline. Pastors will
patrol one Saturday a month
i, 82 MOTe oMBe on board,
the scheme will be extended ta
Friday nights,

They have undergone train-
ing sinee April in 12 modules,
inelwding counsslling, mentor-
ing, rights and responsibilities,
pwaranssgs of  secial  boack-
grounds, drugs and knowing
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They have been linising with
arencics inchading the police,
youuth service, probation, child
protectinn and Cifizens Adsrics
Buresu

"We have slightly more men
than women and the youngest
iz 57 and the aldest &= in their
T,” sabd Mr Senioc "They'll
be palred up, two men and teo
wonen, and always go out in a
group of four

“I'm really looking forward
to it A Jot of people will think
our crime rate 18 low and wan-
dor “Why are we doing this?,
but there are more dimensions
to Christianity We care alsout
our oommunkty



